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SHORT STORIES AROUND THE WORLD
slie A as2ill STARS IN HIS EYES
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Stop looking at those stars and come and help me ; Galileo 's father called. 'Dreamer', said his teacher .
You'll never have any success if you don't study now. Galileo was a starry —eyed child . He often
imagined himself flying through the clouds . He was sent away to school to become a doctor , but he did
not learn easily . His favourite subject was mathematics . He believed that it could be a key to
understanding the world around him . At the age of eighteen , Galileo made his first discovery. He was in
a church when he heard a strange noise . He noticed that an oil lamp was swinging backwards and
forwards . He also heard the lamp's chain hitting against the wall , and it seemed to him that they were
both moving at the same time . '"Am | only dreaming again ?' he wondered . But he hurried home to find
out if what he thought was true.
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He took two pieces of lead that were of the same weight and tied them to two ropes of equal length . He
fixed the ropes to a chair . He gave his father one rope to hold at the end with the weight; he held the other
rope higher than his father's . They let go of the weights at the same time and then counted the number of
swings backwards and forwards . Both father and son reached one hundred together . 'Father', shouted
Galileo . ' Don't you see ? My rope was further up than yours but they both arrived at the same point at the
same time . The old Italian man could not know then that his son had just discovered a great fact . Nor did
he know that , for hundreds of years , men would use his knowledge to measure time on a clock and to
watch the stars and sun moving in the sky .
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To Galileo, it was only the beginning . Next , he said that two different weight fall together if they come
down from the same height . ' Not possible ! his friends said . ' Everyone knows that a penny falls faster
than a feather !I" . 'Follow me and I will show you , ' commanded Galileo . And up to the top of the Tower
of Pisa he climbed . He carried a ball in each hand , but one was ten times as heavy as the other . He let go
of them at the same time ground together . They had just seen something they could not believe !
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For the rest of his life he worked to make things that the whole world uses and enjoys today . He made a
compass to point in the direction in which a person is traveling relative to the North . He used a magnet to
explain many things about the Earth . He measured the temperature of air with a thermometer Finally , he
proved to the world that the Earth and all other stars move around the sun . which is at the centre . To do
this , he built a telescope through which he could study the stars , the sun and the moon . From a boy who
had science in his blood and stars in his eyes , he grew to be a great man who opened the beauties of the
heavens to people on Earth
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clouds easily discovery starry —eyed imagined

Galileo was child . He often himself flying through the ............ . He was sent
away to school to become a doctor , but he did not learn easily . His favourite subject was mathematics .
He believed that it could be a key to understanding the world around him . At the age of eighteen , Galileo
made his first

height penny beginning feather different

To Galileo, itwas only the .............. . Next , he said that two weight fall together if they
come down from the same ........... . "Not possible !" his friends said . ' Everyone knows that a

falls faster than a feather !' . 'Follow me and I will show you , ' commanded Galileo . And up
to the top of the Tower of Pisa he climbed .

measured magnet proved thermometer science

to explain many things about the Earth . He the temperature of air
witha .................... Finally , he to the world that the Earth and all other stars move
around the sun . which is at the center.
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Today we can protect ourselves against many illnesses that once meant death to thousands of people .
This is because of the work of a famous French scientist who suffered much in his own life so that
others might live . Louis Pasteur was a bright boy , although his teachers said he was slow and always
behind the rest of his class . The reason for this was simple : louis was very careful in everything he did.
He wanted to understand all that he studied and he shouted many questions. 'listen’ shouted an angry
teacher one day. 'you're supposed to answer the questions. Not ask them! But he never stopped asking
questions . there was one special questions he asked: what were illnesses caused by ? in time . he
discovered the answers that have helped men to live longer ever since .
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he worked very hard to keep life going on, both in animals and people . when the silkworms began
dying and frane's silk —makers were losing money , they turned to Pasteur for help. He found the
trouble . certain living germs, called bacteria, attacked the silkworm eggs . ' these same germs, or ones
like them , can attack food , animals and even people , he said. We must learn how to fight them . we
must kill the germs without killing the animals or people. Pasteur found a way to kill the germs on
silkworm eggs and the whole country was thankful. But during his years of work three of his own
children died. Evening his sadness he believed that other children's lives could be saved if he could stop
germs from spreading
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next he helped farmers to fight germs that were killing their chickens. He also went one step further : he
made the germs weak and fed the chickens with the weak germs. They did not become ill: their own
bodies went to work against the germ. Then they were safe from any more attacks from the same germ.
Thus began paste's plan of vaccinations to stop illness. It was a success with animals. 'but what about
people?' Pasteur wondered. While he was asking himself this question, he had a chance to answer it. A
woman brought him her son , who had been bitten by a mad dog. In those days, such a bite meant slow
and painful death. But the child's mother heard of pastuer's work with such dogs; he got out the germs
from the dogs' mouths and made a weaker form of the same germ. Pasteur put these weak germs into
the boys body fourteen times and he lived!
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Doctors herd of pasture's work . they began to be more careful . they stopped putting people with
different kinds of illnesses it the same room. Germs could be carried, they thought. From one person to
the other. They also took more times to clean their hands, the beds and the rooms , to kill germs before
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the spread. There were fewer deaths after Pasteur's discoveries. He also studied different kinds of food
and discovered new kinds of germs , so small they could only be seen by a microscope. Pasteur's life
was filled with working and waiting for answers. Because his answers were right , the world is a
healthier place to live in .

famous protect bright scientist ilinesses

Today we can ourselves against many that once meant death to thousands of
people . This is because of the work of a famous French who suffered much in his own life so
that others might live . Louis Pasteur was a boy , although his teachers said he was slow and
always behind the rest of his class .

painful thankful children spreading germs

Pasteur found a way to kill the on silkworm eggs and the whole country was
But during his years of work three of his own died. Evening his sadness he believed that
other children's lives could be saved if he could stop germs from

kill answers microscope deaths

They also took more times to their hands, the beds and the rooms , to germs before
the spread. There were fewer after Pasteur's discoveries. He also studied different kinds of food
and discovered new kinds of germs , so small they could only be seen by a Pasteur's life was
filled with working and waiting for answers.

careful questions supposed stopped understand
louis was very in everything he did. He wanted to all that he studied and he

shouted many ‘listen' shouted an angry teacher one day. 'you're to answer the
questions. Not ask them! But he never stopped asking questions .
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She was a poor girl who worked to get money to pay for her lessons . She became the most famous
woman scientist of her time . That is the story of Marie Curie's life . She did not mind working and she
took little notice of the honours that were given to her in later years . This was the secret of her greatness .
Maria was born in 1867 . Her name was Marie Sklodovska then .
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She lived in Poland where her father was teacher . Everyone soon saw that Marie had a quick mind .
When she was quite young , she loved nothing better than to spend hours reading books . But her body
was thin and weak , so her mother often asked her to leave her lessons and play out in the sun . Marie's
mother died when her youngest daughter was only ten . From then on , Marie knew that she would have to
work hard at her lessons if she wanted to be successful in her life . She studied very hard and won top
honours at her school . Marie and her older sister , Bronya , dreamed of studying in France at the
Sorbonne .
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Their father, however, did not earn enough money to send them there. It was Marie who thought of a plan:
she would teach at home and send money to Bronya. After her sister finished studying in Paris, she could
get work and send Marie the money to study there herself. With tears in their eyes the girls parted, and
Marie worked very hard for six years to pay for her sister’s studies at last it was Marie’s turn, but by the
time she got to France, her sister was married and could not give her much help. Again Marie worked. She
studied in a small room without heat or light. She lived on bread and tea most of the time, but all she ever
thought of was mathematics and science. This was her world, and above all, she liked her experiments
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It was in Paris that she met and married Pierre Curie , a young scientist who had already together they
made their experiments in an old wooden house that was too cold and damp for their health . They knew
that some elements in the world gave off a strange power that could go through other objects . They found
more of this power in some elements than in others , which made them believe that it must be a new
element itself . For four years they tried experiments to separate this powerful new element . Then they
found something which they called radium . Its power was very much greater than the power contained in
other elements .
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The Curies were given the Nobel Prize for their great discovery , but they were too ill to go to Stockholm
themselves to receive it . They used the money for further experiments on the uses of radium . They found
it could be used in treating diseases . Pierre died suddenly did just after he been offered a good post at the
Sorbonne . Marie Curie was given the post . She thus become the first woman ever to teach there . She
continued their work and made many more important discoveries . In 1911 she received another Nobel
Prize . It is the only time in history that two Nobel Prizes have been given to the same person . Marie
Curie discovered a hidden power and gave it to the world . It was this same power , however , that killed
her in 1934 .

quick mind weak spend teacher lessons

She lived in Poland where her father was Everyone soon saw that Marie had a ...............
When she was quite young , she loved nothing better than to hours reading books . But her body
was thin and , S0 her mother often asked her to leave her lessons and play out in the sun.

give tears studies married parted

in their eyes the girls , and Marie worked very hard for six years to pay for her
sister’s at last it was Marie’s turn, but by the time she got to France, her sister was
and could not give her much help.

power elements important believe strange

They knew that some in the world gave off a power that could go through other
objects . They found more of this in some elements than in others , which made them
that it must be a new element itself .

Discovery diseases powerful experiments receive

The Curies were given the Nobel Prize for their great , but they were too ill to go to
Stockholm themselves to it . They used the money for further on the uses of radium
. They found it could be used in treating ................ :
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People laughed at Guglielmo Marconi all through his life because had such big ears . But it possible that
he heard sounds through those ears which other people could not hear . And he worked all his life to send
those sounds back through the air to a waiting , listening world . Young Marconi had the best teachers to
give him lessons at home in Italy . He loved books , especially those on science . He had a curious mind
and always wanted to prove to himself
' mdhﬂ’tg.uuu_\hu.\\ Oy Al u)».au_\]\ LA Call e ad)l Al )0 dda gide 33U uilan (i (R 58 Lady seLN\ RN
Yis flalaly (S le padd Uil ¢Gia Y0 Jasmal) ol sell (8 i o € Gl Led gy 1 el O G 13k € i ol )
‘_A‘;u\;}d\)&&_\“&l\@s@ﬂ S s Gl 1) celi eIl ada ga 1) ¢ S8 ga cdsmu\us.mu}ml\ M‘fjsJuum
il eI AEUIL 40 5l e gl IS Tl & g s )l 3 B85 U Ll

One day , when he was sitting by an open window , it seemed that a thousand noises filled his ears .
Where are they all coming from ? he asked himself . 'And where will they go ? What happens to all the
words people say ? Do they stay in the air round the Earth , just waiting for someone to pick them up ? At
once Marconi went to work . Sound can be made to travel , he thought , if they are given a push by
electricity , If I can push a piece of wood across the waves on water , | can also send sound through the air
waves by electrical power .
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A few weeks later he called his mother and father up to his workroom for a surprise . He touched a little
machine , and two floors below there was the sound of a buzz . ' How did you do it ?' they asked . Your
machine is so far from the sound . "'That's right,’ he said joyfully . I have just found a way to carry sound
without wires-a wireless way . Although Marconi's father did not think the wireless sound would ever be
important , he gave his son some money to continue his work . ' father, with this money | am going to
send messages round the world one day .’
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. He made a wireless machine and took it to England , where the public was ready to hear new ideas .
"What will those machines do ? ' they asked . 'l can send messages through the air , ' he replied . 'Show us!
"they said .And he did . One March 27, 1899 , Marconi pressed the key on his wireless at a small village
on the coast of France . After a few minutes of dead silence , a sound returned from across the channel at
Dover, England : ' You message was received . Very good.’
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It was a thin , sick man who climbed to the top of a hill on the Newfoundland coast on the night of
December 12 . The sea was very stormy . He hoped that it would not stop him from hearing the message
he expected to receive from England . The time came . ' Now they are saying things to me . ' said with his
ear close to the receiving instrument . Half an hour passed . No sound . Another half an hour and then —a
faint sound- one , two , three times ! ' This must be it I" he cried . But he told no one . Instead , he waited
or other messages sent during the next three days. All came through to him . On December 15,1901,
Marconi told the world that he had heard messages by wireless from across the Atlantic Ocean . His great
discovery led to many more wonderful things , like the radio , which we enjoy today .

laughed messages sounds waiting ears

at Guglielmo Marconi all through his life because had such big ............. . But it
possible that he heard through those ears which other people could not hear . And he worked all
his life to send those sounds back through the air to a , listening world .

seemed hearing waiting coming sitting

One day , when he was by an open window , it that a thousand noises filled his ears
. Where are they all from ? he asked himself . 'And where will they go ? What happens to
all the words people say ? Do they stay in the air round the Earth , just for someone to pick
them up ?

machine wonderful called joyfully workroom

A few weeks later he his mother and father up to his for a surprise . He touched a
, and two floors below there was the sound of a buzz . ' How did you do it ?' they asked .

Your machine is so far from the sound . 'That's right,' he said

wireless silence received instrument pressed

Marconi the key on his at a small village on the coast of France . After a few
minutes of dead , a sound returned from across the channel at Dover , England : ' You
message was ............... . Very good.'

receive i stormy message coast

It was a thin, man who climbed to the top of a hill on the Newfoundland

night of December 12 . The sea was very .................. . He hoped that it would not stop him from
hearing the he expected to receive from England .
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A great fire burned before the curious eyes of a six-year-old boy . He enjoyed every minute of it , even
though it was his father's store that burned to the ground . Later he said that he had started the fire himself
'But why'? shouted his father . ' I just wanted to see what it would do, ' came his son's reply . This was the
first of Thomas Alva Edison's experiments . It failed ; so did hundreds more . But even when he failed
Edison learned something | got result in everything I try , he said once in later life." I've discovered several
things that won’t work!" ..
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Tom Edison was born with a curious mind . It made him ask himself questions while he was still very
young . He stayed in school for only three months because he was so different from the rest of the
children there . Some said he was foolish . Other thought he was very clever . His mother taught him at
home and gave him many books to read . By the age of ten , it was clear that Tom wanted to be a scientist
. He set up a laboratory at home and began his own experiments .
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Few children even liked to play with Tom because he was so different . One afternoon he gave some
powder to a friend , who later become ill . I'm sorry , said young Tom , 'but | only wanted to see if it
would form enough gas in his stomach to make him fly." Another experiment had failed . Edison’s first
work was selling newspapers on a train . He did not want to waste his time between stations , so he set up
a moving laboratory on the train . Here he worked until one day a fire broke out and Tom was not allowed
to work on the train any more. Next , he set up his own telegraph station and sent out messages by using a
train whistle . At this point in his life , a rich man paid him forty thousand dollars for the right to make all
the things he had invented . Joyfully he took the money and set up a fine laboratory at Menlo Park , New
Jersey .
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There he worked to make such wonders as the gramophone , the cinema and a telephone with both mouth
and ear pieces . The electric lamp is probably the most useful things Edison invented . He Knew that
electricity produced power and heat. ' So why shouldn't it make light , too ?* he asked himself . He looked
for some things that would burn for a long time without being used up . Then on the last day of the year
1879, he changed night into day by turning on several powerful street lamps outside his laboratory .
Edison worked hard and enjoyed his life , working for the pleasure and happiness of other people . Once
when his laboratory burned own and he lost every things , he said , ' I'll begin again . No one is ever too
old to start working . ' He died in 1931 at the eighty — four .
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burned started curious enjoyed invented

A great fire burned before the eyes of a six-year-old boy . He every minute of it, even
though it was his father's store that to the ground . Later he said that he had
fire himself .'But why'? shouted his father .

laboratory curious guestions different stayed

Tom Edison was born with a . It made him ask himself while he was still
very young . He in school for only three months because he was so from the rest
of the children there . Some said he was foolish.

things wanted newspapers stomach powder

One afternoon he gave some to a friend , who later become ill . I'm sorry , said young Tom,
'but I only to see if it would form enough gas in his to make him fly." Another
experiment had failed . Edison's first work was selling newspapers on a train .

pieces changed useful produced gramophone

There he worked to make such wonders as the , the cinema and a telephone with both
mouth and ear .............. . The electric lamp is probably the most useful things Edison invented . He
Knew that electricity produced power and heat.

Always remember that, we learn and get stronger, when we face challenges and
difficulties.
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